Decline in maximal oxygen uptake on work performance in rats during the developmental phase.
Development-related changes in maximal oxygen uptake (VO2max) and work performance were examined in young sedentary rats 4-11 weeks after birth during exercise. The running speed to elicit VO2max increased from 4 to 8 weeks of age, whereas the exercise VO2max declined progressively. Therefore, the work performance during the developmental phase, when rapid growth occurs, seems to be little related to the decline in the relative VO2 max.